Yarmolinsky’s Career: 
Promotion Downward? 

By Ward Just tcjzl/iC 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Adam Yarmolinsky’s ship came in Monday but i 
docked in a tiny harbor, under cover of night. 


The controversial Yai mo- 
insky had waited for 14 
nonths for an appointment 
rom the White House that 
tever came. The job he 
panted, and was promised 
>y one White House official, 
pas general counsel of the 
)epartment of Defense, va- 
ant now 15 months. 

The job he took was “prin- 
ipal” Deputy Assistant Sec- 
etary of Defense for Inter- 
lational Security Affairs. 
If anyone thinks that is a 
promotion,” said a close ob- 
erver of Administration 
ffairs, “it serves Lyndon 
ight.” 

The appointment, when it 
ame, came at 7 p.m. on a 
low Monday, an hour after 
lost reporters had left the 
>en tagon, t wo days after the 
^esldeht had left for Texas, 
nd three days after Con- 
Tess adjourned. The ap¬ 
pointment is not a presiden- 
Ial appointment, and thus 
oes not require confirma- 
ion by the Senate. Therein, 
Washington observers said, 
ies the story of the ordeal 
>f Adam Yarmolinsky. 

Brilliant but abrasive, the 
Liminutive Yarmolinsky, 43, 
ame to the Defense Depart¬ 
ment in 1961 as Robert Mc¬ 
Namara’s chief assistant. He 
tad been a law clerk for Su¬ 
preme Court Jnstiop Stanlpv 
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Reed, secretary of the Fum 
for the Republic, an edito 
for Doubleday, a Washing 
ton lawyer, and a talen 
scout for President-elec 
John F. Kennedy during th 
two-month interregnum be 
tween the Eisenhower am 
Kennedy administrations. 

As McNamara’s top aide 
he was generally out o 
sight of both the Congres 
and the press — althougl 
right-wing journals like thi 
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Dan Smoot Report and 
►uper patriots like Maj. Gen. 
Sdwin A. Walker frequently 
iccused him of left-wing act¬ 
ivities. 

His staff work on racial 
ntegration of armed forces 
acilities irritated Southern 
ongressmen, his aggressive- 
y liberal politics irritated 
Pentagon colleagues, and his 
jarentage (his father is a 
lussian-born editor and 
ranslator, his mother is 
labette Deutsch, the po- 
tess) upset the conserva- 
ives. Yarmolinsky was a 
ource of friction from his 
irst moments in the Penta- 
on, but it was not until 
arly 1964 that he emerged 
s an embarrassment to 
onsensus. 

On loan from the Penta- 
on, Yarmolinsky became de 
acto deputy to Sargent 
Ihriver in designing policies 
nd administration of the 
rar on poverty. In August, 
964, with poverty legisla- 
ion before Congress, word 
fas passed that Yarmolin- 
ky was in line for the 
eputy directorship. 

Reaction was instanta- 
eous. Southern Congress- 
len, particularly the North 
larolina delegation, de- 
landed that the Administra- 
ion jettison Yarmolinsky or 


they would vote against the 
bill. Their demand was met 
after a key meeting in 
Speaker McCormack’s office 
in the Capitol. 

Later, there were differ¬ 
ing versions as to precisely 
what happened. Some ob¬ 
servers blamed the Presi¬ 
dent for what was regarded 
as an unnecessary sacrifice 
(the bill passed the House 
by a handsome margin); 
others blamed Shriver. Yar¬ 
molinsky remained silent 
after the incident, although 
it is known he would have 
preferred a showdown with 
his Congressional critics. 

The show - down never 
came and Yarmolinsky never 
faced his accusers. He stayed 
silent, believing that later in 
the year a presidential ap¬ 
pointment would be forth¬ 
coming. It was understood 
that a firm commitment had 
been made. 

Meanwhile, he went back 
to his office in the Pentagon, 
not as McNamara’s dhief 
aide but as one of several 
special assistants, and began 
a series of part-time jobs for 
the Administration. For a 
time, he worked in the Ex¬ 
ecutive Office Building on 
Panama Canal problems. 
There were special assign¬ 
ments for McNamara and 
last June he enplaned for 



the Dominican Republic a: 
part of the Soloman Group 
an economic task force head 
ed by Assistant Secretary o 
State Anthony Soloman. 

He remained in Sant< 
Domingo three weeks, anc 
when he returned to Wash 
ington there was higl 
praise for the Yarmolinsky 
Group (as it was known by 
then) and the work it hac 
done distributing reliei 
packages and making the 
first attempts at rebuilding 
the war-torn economy. 

It was understood ther 
that the appointment was 
imminent. There were al 
most weekly signals of ar 
announcement, but each 
time something went wrong 
Machiavellians in Washing 
ton thought they saw z 
method to the delays. 

Once, in Santo Domingo, z 
friend asked Yarmolinsky 
what was so fascinating 
about the Government thal 
he would sacrifice a lucra 
tive law practice or a top 
university post waiting foi 
an appointment that seemed 
uncertain at best. 

“In government,” he said, 
“you can do more.” 

Pentagon officials yester¬ 
day played down the ap 
pointment (which pays $26, 
000 per year) and awaited z 
blast from the right-wingers 
McNamara made a point ol 
saying he would personally 
“certify” Yarmolinsky’s reli 
ability and loyalty. The Yar 
molinsky appointment wa i 




